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28 June 1505
SURTECT: The Northern 8ea Route
1. The Northern Ses route is generslly used from late June through
iate October. It is primrily & perchant marine show involving the resupply
of Arctlc ports, the delivery of river vessels to giveria, and the export
of timber and other goods from northern arees.

2. Beval units glso are tymmeferred. For example, one F.class

pelieve that it will pe transferred to the Pecific this sumer via the
Horthern Sea Route along with several other subs.

3., It ie ipteresting 1o note that on two occasions, Boviet nuclear
subperines have transferred to the Pacific under the polar ice cap. The
cne R-class a‘;tach submarine and the one H.class ballistlc missile boat
pow with the Pacific Fleet both used this route isst year.

h, To our knowledge, 1o American cltizens OT ships have treanslited
the Northern Ses route.

5, For the past few years the Coast Cuard hss sent & helicopter-
carrying jcebresker into the Arctic Bea 1o watch the Soviet paval convoy
as it epprosches the Bering Btralts at the eastern end of the route. The
Soviets do not seem perticularly bappy about the UB surgvelllaace effort=-
last year 8 pelicopter from one of the Soviet lcebreakers tried unsuccessfully
%o lower its wheels {nto the rotors cf the US heliccpter.

6. Attached are photographs of ghe 1963 navel comvoy.
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